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Newsletter

June 2009

Any time in a school year is busy
but as we come towards the end
of the session it is also a time to
reflect on what has been
happening as well as looking
forward. Hopefully this newsletter
will do just that. There is lots of
information on a number of
school activities over the past few
weeks as well as giving you
advance notice of what is going
to be happening before we finish
on Friday 26 June. There is a
very fitting reflection on the
contribution Robert Young made
to Carluke High School. Robert
was a pleasure to know and will
forever remain in our thoughts. |
have included some important
information on staffing which

provides a chance to say farewell
to several staff who will be
leaving Carluke at the end of
term. As you may well be buying
school clothes for the start of next
term over the summer, we would
ask you note the guidance given
below. Finally, | would like to take
this opportunity to say thank you
for your support throughout this
session and on behalf of staff an
pupils wish you a great summer.
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Head Teacher

Staffing 2009 /2010

Dougie Bennett

school.

House.

Maths; Vicki Rice PE.

Pupil Support / Science; Lorna Ch apman
(retired on 15 May) & Linda Stephen - English; Irene Hetherington Maths. John Gray AV Technician
(retiring on 11 June). All of whom are retiring from teaching having given years of excellent service to the

The following staff will be leaving Carluke High at the end of this term:

Kathleen McCormick Modern Languages is going on a two year secondment to the SQA.
Alison Dickman & Elred McNeice PE; David Campbel |
Heeps Modern Studies; Samantha Hamilton History ; Andy Campbell
come to the end of their probation.

We thank all of the above for their contribution to Carluke High and wish everyone every success in the future.
From the start of the new term in August we will be welcoming:
John Shearer Pupil Support / Physics who has bee n appointed as Principal Teacher for Belstane

Gillian Robb Biology; Kirsten Courtney Chemist ry; Blair Haldane Geography; Aileen Breslin

In addition we will have newly qualified teachers as follows: two each for English and Maths; and one

Pupil Support / PE; Lorna Fitzpatrick

Maths; Chris Butterworth Biology; Nikki

Technology all of whom have

each for Biology; Modern Studies; Physics; PE; Technology.

There are still some staffing issues to be resolved which will hopefully be completed before the end of term.

Prizegiving

This takes place on Tuesday 16 June from 7.00 pm when we hope you will be able to join us to celebrate our
pupils achievements this year. The Parent Council will be providing, for a donation, a glass of wine or soft drink

after the ceremony. P A 5’“\3
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School Uniform

Despite what your son or daughter may tell you, we continue to be vigilant with the wearing of school uniform!
We feel the large majority of pupils have maintained a high standard of uniform throughout the session and
where this has not been the case we do have direct contact with parents. There is a tendency for this high
standard to slip a little as we come to the end of the school year and we would once again ask for your support
to prevent this happening. A particular issue is white trainers and we would appreciate if you could ensure that
your son s / daughter s footwear is black. Our guidelines for school dress for next session remain:

Tracksuit or coloured tops should not be worn within school.
All jumpers / cardigans / tops should be black or dark navy; plain with, at most, a very small logo.

Footwear should be black.

If the above causes any parent difficulties then please contact your son s / daughter s Pupil Support teacher in

the first instance.

Please note that BARU will be selling items of school uniform on Monday 15th June in the street area of the

school from 5.00pm 7.30 pm.

School Transport

Our main priority regarding
school transport is to ensure
that a pupils journey to and
from school is safe. We will
once again be issuing
photographic travel passes for
the new session. However, for
this to work effectively, we
require the support of parents,
carers and pupils in ensuring
that the travel pass works for
the benefit of all those who
travel on school transport.
Listed below are the main
points we would wish to
highlight:

It is the responsibility of
your son [/ daughter to
ensure that the travel pass
is kept safe at all times.

The travel pass should be
produced on each journey
as this will identify to the
driver if the pupil is
travelling on the correct bus
and is insured to travel.

It is the responsibility of the
parent / carer to ensure an
acceptable standard of
behaviour from their child
whilst travelling on school
transport.

If behaviour is
unacceptable the driver will
retain a childs pass and
that childs right to free
travel on this contract may
be withdrawn.

If the travel pass is lost it
must be reported to the
school office, a £3 charge
for a replacement will be
incurred.

Any change of address
must be reported as soon
as possible to the School
Office and a new
application for Free School
Transport must be
completed.

Until written confirmation
from Council HQ has been
received that the new
transport arrangements are
in place your son / daughter
should not travel as they
will no longer be insured.
Concerns regarding
condition of bus, driver
conduct, times of pick-ups
or mechanical faults should
be reported to Support
Services on 01555 752730.
Any concerns regarding
behaviour of pupils on the
bus should be reported to
the school office at Carluke
High School on 01555
773680.

Those pupils eligible to receive
school transport will receive
their travel pass, by post, the
week prior to the beginning of
the new school term. Should
you not receive your childs
travel pass please contact the
school office on 01555 773680.

Space School

Our congratulations go to
Catriona Sharkey (5L) who has
won a place at the Scottish
Space School.

The Scottish Space School is
an exciting initiative organised
between Skills Development
Scotland, Edinburgh University

and Strathclyde University. It is
supported by the international
space community to inspire and
motivate young people to study
science and engineering and to
consider careers in these
areas.

The school consists of a
residential course at
Strathclyde University at the
end of June and includes a full
programme of lectures from
NASA Astronauts. The course
ends with a Gala dinner hosted
by University staff & NASA
Astronauts.
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Activities 2009

Things are going well as
regards the organisation of the
Activities programme and we
are all looking forward to the
last week of term. All pupils
have already received a
brochure outlining the events,
both in and outside school, but
we will provide a shorter /
crystal clear daily events guide
nearer the time. We would very
much appreciate your support
for these events by ensuring
your son / daughter has paid
and is fully aware of what
he/she is doing each day. We
have tried to keep the pupils
very well informed in school as
to what is happening by
speaking to them regularly at
assemblies and in PSE classes
with  their  Pupil  Support
teachers. Please be aware that
school will finish slightly earlier
during Activities and buses will
be arranged accordingly. If you
have any questions or would
like to discuss anything further
please feel free to contact the
organisers Sheila Frew or
Gordon Roberts and they will
help as best they can.

Key Dates for Activities 2009:

Friday 5 June extended
registration to issue consent
forms (EV5s) which MUST be
returned by Friday 12 June.

Monday 8 until Friday 12 June

Mix n Match payments to
be made during lunchtime in
the Street .

Friday 12 June Non uniform
day, full details of this are on
the attached letter.

Monday 22 June Mix n
Match in the morning. Inter
House cross country in the
afternoon.

Tuesday 23 June Inter
House softball in the morning.
Grand Gala in the afternoon.

Wednesday 24 June Big
Day Out .

A trip to Alton Towers is just
one of the many activities that
Carluke High School pupils will

enjoy.

Under The Sea

Senior students have just
completed their second joint
project with a class from
Victoria Park School.

As part of their personal
development course, pupils
worked in partnership with
Victoria Park staff on an Under
the Sea Drama Project.

The project took place over four
Wednesday  afternoons  at
Carluke High School and
included dancing, storytelling,
and craftwork.

Carluke High School students
led each session as teachers
provided only technical support
as our guests had a thoroughly
enjoyable time.

The project ended with Victoria
Park students being given a
certificate of achievement and
Mr  Yuille presenting head
teacher Anne Fisher of Victoria
Park with a donation of £444
from the school charity
campaign that was held earlier
this year.

Celebrating Success

On Tuesday 12" May, the
Computing Department hosted
an award ceremony for pupils
and staff who successfully
completed their ECDL
qualification.

The European Computer
Driving Licence (ECDL) is
internationally recognised and
enables people to demonstrate
their competence in computer
skills. The certificate is highly
regarded by employers and is
regularly stated as a
requirement during recruitment
processes. The course is
available at Carluke High
School to senior students as
well as to members of staff.

The IT department congratulate
all candidates on their
achievements, but are just as
pleased that they have acquired
IT skills, learned to work
independently, and have
learned from their mistakes and
preserved until they succeeded.

These are qualities that pupils
will take with them as they
prepared to enter full time
employment or further
education.

Mr  Yuille presented the
certificates and added his own
congratulations to the
successful candidates.

Return of Locker Keys

Pupils will be asked to return
their locker keys and collect
their refunds as detailed on the
attached letter.

-~ _"——"\’-
Eco-Schools “™ PP INVESTORS IN PEOPLE



JUNE 2009 CARLUKE HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

Dragons Den

The final of our Dragon’s Den
Competition will take place on
the afternoon of Friday 5 June.
The Dragons are Mr J Ramsay
(Ramsay of Carluke,) Mr R
Syme (Avondale Vet Practice,)
Mr J Cunningham, (C & C
Construction Ltd,) Miss N lrwin
(School Captain,) and Mr J
Robertson (Depute Head.)

Winners will be announced by
10" June.

Maths Challenge 2009

The UKMT Intermediate
Mathematical Challenge
encourages mathematical

reasoning, precision of thought,
and fluency in using basic
mathematical techniques to
solve non-standard problems.

It is designed to make students
think and sometimes even
smile! This year a number of
Carluke High School pupils
were recognised for their ability
in maths. Receiving a bronze
certificate were Greg Pollock,
Scott Murphy, Ellyn Russell,
Lynn Wilson, Mehreen Anjun,
Rhiann Gibson, Emma Lindsay,
Frazer Lambert and Yasmin
Rogerson. A silver certificate
went to Keri McCardle and
Laura Schoneville, whilst a gold
certificate and Best In School
Award went to Callum Simpson.

Our congratulations go to all of
these pupils for their impressive
achievements.

Cashless
System

Catering

The introduction of this system
has been a long running saga
which is hopefully now drawing
to a conclusion. The
revaluation units have now
been installed and we
anticipate them being
operational early in the new
session. A letter giving more
information will be issued as
soon as we have more detail on
the arrangements.

Fairtrade

The Fairtrade Group would like
to extend their sincere gratitude
to everyone who supported the
Fairtrade cause during
Fairtrade Fortnight. Thanks to
the support of pupils, parents
and staff we had a hugely
successful fortnight filled with
fun activities for pupils from all
year groups.

The group are currently
gathering information to submit
to the Fairtrade Foundation in
order to gain Fairtrade status
for the school. We are
gathering press cuttings, photos
and reports that highlight all of
the good work we have been
doing over the past four years.
Hopefully in the next newsletter
we will have some very good
news to report.

As always, thank you for your
support, not just during
Fairtrade Fortnight but
throughout the year.

Being My Best

This year, eleven second year
pupils at Carluke High have
signed up to take part in Being
My Best. Being My Best is an
extra-curricular activity aimed at
preparing pupils for study at
university or college. Each pupil
attends four sessions with Mrs
Magnus, Miss Breslin and Mrs
Martin, and are introduced to
learning styles, planning and
research skills, and strategies
on how to effectively use the
internet. Pupils must also
complete a self perception
questionnaire and are expected
to research and complete an
investigation into a topic of their
choice. The best efforts are
awarded prizes at the school s
prize giving ceremony and
entries relating to geography
are also entered into a Royal
Scottish Geographical Society
Competition. We look forward
to announcing the names of the
winners in the next newsletter,
and would like to thank our
pupils for their participation.
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Euro Champions

Gravelines, France was the
venue this year for the highly
competitive  Super  Schools
2009 event. Eight teams from
France, Scotland, England,
Wales, Ireland, Sweden and
Finland battled it out over four
days of competition before
Carluke High School were
crowned European Champions

Events included  Athletics,
Basketball, Football, Swimming,
Badminton, Table  Tennis,
Rowing and Triathlon.

Carluke High School were
represented by Jennifer Stillie,
Vicki McCallum, Nicola Lindsay,
Cari Mcintyre, Laura Wright,
Alex  Carmichael, Heather
Sommerville, Darion  Nicol,
Shannon McDowall, Rebecca
Warren, Andrew McGregor,
Andrew Couitts, Callum
Simpson, Douglas Frame,
Martin Whiteside, Scott
McKenzie, Calum McMillan,
Jordan Savage, Dean MclLean
and Connor Jamieson.

The team came back with
almost 60 medals, consisting of
15 Gold, 30 Silver and 13
Bronze. As champions, we
were most tense at the final
ceremony. First and second
places were very close as only
two points separated them, so a
fabulous team effort was
required to ensure we came
home as champions.

Pupils also had the chance to
showcase their non-sporting
talents when they performed a
presentation about local
folklore. Our team did not
disappoint with a group dance,
a wonderful highland dance,
and a fantastic display of
drumming.

School Calendar

The calendar for next session is
in the process of being planned.
This will be finalised before the
end of this term and issued to
parents along with our first
newsletter in August. In the
meantime  details of an
additional in service day that
applies to all South Lanarkshire

Primary 7 Snack
Challenge

Congratulations to Forth
Primary School on winning
the Snack Challenge.
Thanks to all the primaries
who took part on Tuesday
night at the P7 Parents’
Information Evening.

The Boys Brigade

Our congratulations go to the
Seven boys from Carluke High
School who were awarded the
coveted Queen’s Badge on 16
May. This is the highest award
presented to members of the
Boys Brigade.

Fifteen other Carluke High
School boys from the same
Brigade Company also recently
formed part of the Guard of
Honour at the  General
Assembly of the Church of
Scotland in Edinburgh.

Dates For The Diary

P7 Induction Programme,
pupil visits Wednesday
3 & Thursday 4 June.

Senior Induction
Programme S5 Monday
8 June, S6 Tuesday 9
June.

Senior Prom
Wednesday 10 June.

Annual Prize-giving
Tuesday 16 June 7.00
9.00 pm.

Activities Programme
Monday 22 until
Wednesday 24 June.

End of term school
closes for the summer
holidays at 1.00 pm on
Friday 26 June.

Tuesday 11 August an
opportunity  for  S5/6
pupils to come into
school from 9.15am until
12.30pm after having
received their exam
results to amend their
options before school
starts.

Start of new session
pupils return to school on
Monday 17 August.
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Robert Younqg

Robert Bellingham Young
was born in Bellshill on
24™  December  1953.
Robert grew up in that
town and attended
Bellshill Academy where
he excelled. On leaving
school, Robert first worked
in theatre and shortly
afterwards went to
Glasgow University to
study History and Drama.
After  graduating, he
decided to train as a
teacher, a career to which
he devoted himself for the

next 30 years.

Robert was appointed as
a History teacher to
Carluke High School in
August, 1978. It was
immediately apparent that
he had made the right

career choice. He brought
a vigour and freshness to
his History teaching which
enthralled his pupils and
impressed his colleagues.
History was to remain a
life long interest for

Robert.

However, Robert was
keen to take up the
challenge of establishing a
Drama department in the
school, a responsibility
which he met in full
measure. Under his
leadership Drama grew
and flourished to become
the vibrant department
that it is today.

With regret, pupils and
staff waved goodbye to
Robert on his well-earned
retirement in June 2008,
30 years after entering the

gates of the school. His

intention was to continue
to pursue his interest in
both Drama and History at

a more leisurely pace.

Sadly, this was not to be
the case. His life was cut
short on March, 9™. 2009.
The news of his death was
met with shock and
sorrow. The lives of those
whom Robert met, were
enriched and touched in
immeasurable ways. His
lasting legacy will surely
be the hundreds of pupils
for whom he “made a

difference.”




